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ditions to stifle feeling, ideas, and the whole
civilization of which the old barbarism con-
tained the germ? What would happen, in
short, if the moral effort of humanity should
turn in its tracks at the moment of attaining
its goal, and if some diabolical contrivance
should cause it to produce the mechanization
of spirit instead of the spiritualization of
matter? There was a people predestined to
try the experiment* Prussia had been mili-
tarized by her kings; Germany had been
militarized by Prussia; a powerful nation
was on the spot marching forward in mech&.
nical order. Administration and military
mechanism were only waiting to make alliance
with industrial mechanism. The combination
once made, a formidable machine would come
into existence. A touch upon the starting-
gear and the other nations would be dragged
in the wake of Germany, subjects to the same
movement, prisoners of the same mechanism.
Such would be the meaning of the war on the